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Why Learn German? 

The American opinion of Germany and the German language has been clouded for nearly 

a century because there are so many people unwilling to take the time to learn more about it. 

Germany’s culture easily comes across as  diverse and interesting once prejudice is put away. In 

fact, learning German could benefit anyone such as myself, interested in travel, music, literature, 

art, and science. No matter your hobbies, German is a perfect fit. 

For the serious adventurers, German is an important language to learn in order to get a 

good sense of European culture. German is the third most common language of the European 

Union with multiple German-speaking countries. Even in countries with other official languages, 

large groups of German-speaking people can still be found, such as in Belgium and Italy. 

Traveling through Europe is made much more fun by being able to speak to residents in their 

native tongue. While most Germans speak at least a little english, you will be well liked among 

the citizens if you can turn a phrase or two! 

Art lovers of all kinds would gain much from learning German. By many, it has been 

named the language of classical music due to the influence of composers such as Mozart and 

Beethoven. Even now, Germany is a center for all genres of music. My own instrument, the 

saxophone, was invented in the area in the classical era, however it grew to encompass jazz and 

pop as well. Book and poetry enthusiasts would gain the opportunity to read Goethe’s Faust in 

original text and in full rhyme. Reading original German texts lends an opportunity to the mind 

to truly understand the intent of the author and better understand symbolism and theme.  



Those interested in science and the STEM fields could gain a lot of insight and 

inspiration from learning German and visiting Germany. Germany is known worldwide for their 

revolutionary engineers and mathematicians. Scientific research from Germany continues to 

boost the nation’s ranking as a leader in STEM. Experiencing the work ethic of these scientists 

firsthand and speaking to leading researchers in a chosen field could give visitors and global 

peers a new motivation in their work. Germany also makes lots of headway in the social 

sciences, my personal favorite being anthropology and archeology. In fact, German is so 

influential in these fields that when studying these languages in college, a background in German 

is often required. 

German may also be an easier language to learn than Spanish or French due to the sheer 

number of cognates shared between English and German. As English is a Germanic language, 

many words sound alike, therefore making it easier to infer the meanings of new or unfamiliar 

words. German is also a phonetic language, meaning that words are written as they sound. After 

learning the few basic spelling rules of German, it is easy to write nearly any word a person may 

hear.  

Arguably the best part of the German language is how misleading it is. Most people hear 

German spoken and assume it is a very harsh and strict language, however despite the 

pronunciation, the direct translations of many German words come across as simple and cute. 

For example, the German word Glühbirne, meaning “light bulb”, directly translates to “glow 

pear” and the word Schlagzeug (“drums”) directly translates to “hit thing.” I don’t think anything 

else I could say would be more of an incentive to learn German!  



Aller Anfang ist schwer, but German culture is an easy one to appreciate and investigate 

no matter what your interests may be. Whether you have a specific or personal reason for 

learning a new language, that it’s part of one’s ancestral journey, or you just want to learn as 

much as possible, German is a beautiful culture, worth exploring.  


