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Much debate and discussion revolve around the importance of foreign language learning. Research supports 

that learning a second language not only improves cognitive development and enhances academic skills, it also 

looks good to colleges. However, opponents, even among teachers, argue that it is a waste of time and money in 

our schools as there is little evidence that many students achieve much fluency even after four years of foreign 

language education in high school. The reality is that learning grammar, vocabulary and accent in a foreign 

tongue is very difficult. I can personally attest to that experience.  

Two years ago I was fortunate enough to be granted permission to take German as a 7th grader for my elective. 

Even though my mother wanted me to learn Chinese outside of school, I gave her convincing arguments 

that German, a common scientific language, would be helpful for a career in science and 

it could also help improve my knowledge of English since English is a Germanic language after all. Many great 

authors such as Goethe and Marx were German writers, and learning German would enable me to read their 

greatest works in their original form, which was an added appeal to my literature loving mind. My mother was 

just as excited as I was about my new and exciting endeavor. I secretly fantasized my expanded options 

for travel destinations in Europe and meeting new people, even conversing and ordering food in the native 

tongue, all in the name of broadening my horizon.  

Alas, two years later, I am nowhere close to mastery or fluency of this fascinating language. My tongue freezes 

up whenever I try to say something in German, as it waits for my brain to translate from one language to the 

other before hesitantly yet unsuccessfully delivering it with the correct grammar and accent. Admittedly, two 

years of German lessons did not make me fluent at all, but they did get me to the point where I can read 

literature that I never was exposed to in English Literature class, and I can read newspaper articles and watch 

German news in class to get another point of view. Another merit to learning German is that just seeing the very 

different way that a language can be structured is indeed very interesting and thought provoking.  

More determined than ever, it is my goal to become fluent in German and perhaps someday travel abroad as an 

exchange student. The idea of attending university in Germany where tuition is free is also very appealing to me 

and perpetually one of my elusive goals. However, I have come to the realization that my fluency impediment in 

using the German language cannot be overcome in the traditional classroom setting. The kind of fluency I’d like 

to master can only be achieved through immersion where new words and their usage are introduced through 

daily life. Concordia offers a unique environment locally in the form of a village, where being submersed in the 

culture is also a part of the daily life. This makes acquiring the language and communicating your thoughts in 

that language a natural process because there is a personal connection with every single new word you 

encounter. I believe it would help me overcome my stumbling block in learning German and help me realize my 

dream of studying abroad. 

 


