
Scholarships
Scholarships are offered to Sjölunden participants by 
the American Swedish Institute (ASI) and Concordia 
Language Villages.

The Village
Sjölunden, Swedish for “Lake of the Woods,” is one 
of 15 Concordia Language Villages. All 15 Villages 
have the same mission: to prepare young people 
for responsible citizenship in our global community. 
Concordia Language Villages promotes this ideal by 
instilling an enthusiasm for and an appreciation of 
international languages and cultures in young people.

Swedish “villagers” are immersed in Swedish language 
and culture during one-, two-, and four-week sessions. 
Upon arrival at Sjölunden, villagers present their 
Concordia Language Villages passports to customs 
officials, select Swedish names, and exchange their 
money for Swedish currency.

Villagers learn the Swedish language through a wide 
variety of cultural activities such as arts and crafts, 
sports, dancing, and singing. All villagers participate 
in evening programs celebrating Swedish heritage, 
holidays and folklore, as well as exploring environmental 
and political issues.

The spoken language is emphasized during large and 
small-group sessions in which villagers learn language 
through games and simulations. 

Sjölunden
Swedish Language Village 2010

Sjölunden’s enthusiastic staff of native Swedish speakers 
and Americans includes counselors, credit teachers, 
special program leaders, kitchen staff, waterfront staff, 
and a healthcare provider.

Location
Sjölunden is located at Salolampi, the Finnish Language 
Village, along the shores of Turtle River Lake near 
Bemidji, Minn. Construction of a Swedish Language 
Village adjacent to Salolampi is in progress. Visit
www.ConcordiaLanguageVillages.org for more information.

Sessions
A one-week Exploratory Session, for students ages 
7-11, introduces villagers to a variety of cultural and 
language-learning activities. 

Two-week Immersion Sessions, for students ages 8-18, 
expand on the exploratory program, introducing 
villagers to political and environmental issues.

A four-week High School Credit Session is available for 
students ages 14-18 who are seeking a more intensive 
study of Swedish at any level of proficiency. Successful 
completion of the course fulfills credit requirements 
for one year of high school world language study. 
Each credit program offers 180 hours of language and 
cultural instruction in an experiential environment. 
(Minnesota’s State Board of Education requires a 
minimum of 120 hours for one unit of credit.)
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